[Advances of researches in the pathogenesis of severe hepatitis B].
Severe hepatitis B is an infectious disease which has high case fatality rate and is seriously harmful to human health. Its pathogenesis is complicated. In this article are reviewed the research reports on the virus and the host factors in the course of severe hepatitis B in recent years, including the advancement of researches on viral genotypes, viral mutations, immune responses and cytokines. These data are available for exploring the pathogenesis and for developing the clinical treatment of severe hepatitis B in future.